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PREFACE 

Meath County Council (MCC), under the auspices of Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), are developing a 
bypass of Slane village to address a sub-standard section of the existing N2 National Primary Route. The 
scheme also encompasses traffic management measures within Slane, together with works on the N51 
between the proposed bypass and the centre of the village, and proposals for the public realm in Slane 
village. The collective elements together make up the N2 Slane Bypass and Public Realm Enhancement 
Scheme – the ‘Proposed Scheme’.  

MCC have appointed RPS to prepare the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) to support the 
planning application for the Proposed Scheme to An Bord Pleanála. 

The EIAR is laid out in four volumes, as outlined in the preface at the start of each Volume of the EIAR for 
clarity. The volumes and titles that make up the full EIAR are:  

 

• Volume 1: Non-Technical Summary  

This provides a non-technical summary of the information contained in Volumes 2, 3 and 4. 

 

• Volume 2: Main EIAR  

This provides general information on the Proposed Scheme and presents the environmental 
assessments of the Proposed Scheme on the receiving environment.  

 

• Volume 3: Technical Drawings 

This volume provides the technical design drawings and illustrations, including photomontages, to 
support Volume 2 and is specific to the Proposed Scheme. 

 

• Volume 4: Technical Appendices  

This volume includes technical detail and raw data referenced in Volume 2. 
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GLOSSARY / ACRONYMS 

Term Meaning 

%ile Percentile 

1V:2H A vertical slope/rise of 1 unit to a horizontal run of 2 units 

AA Appropriate Assessment 

AADT Annual Average Daily Traffic (expressed in vehicles per day) 

ABP An Bord Pleanála 

ACA Architectural Conservation Area 

AEP Annual Exceedance Probability 

AFA Area for Further Assessment 

AOD Above Ordnance Datum 

AQG Air Quality Guideline 

AQSV Air Quality Standard Value 

BaU Business as Usual 

BCI Bat Conservation Ireland 

BCR Benefit to Cost Ratio 

BoCCI Birds of Conservation Concern in Ireland 

BOD Biological Oxygen Demand 

C6H6 Benzene 

CAFE Clean Air for Europe (Directive) 

CAP Climate Action Plan 

CBA Cost‐Benefit Analysis 

CBR California Bearing Ratio 

CEMP Construction Environmental Management Plan 

CFRAMS Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Study 

Ch. Chainage (measured in metres) 

CIA Cumulative Impact Assessment 

CIRIA Construction Industry Research and Information Association 

CLO Community Liaison Officer 

CLRTAP Convention on Long Range Transboundary Air Pollution 

CO Carbon Monoxide 

CO2 Carbon Dioxide 

CPO Compulsory Purchase Order 

CRTN Calculation of Road Traffic Noise 

cSAC Candidate Special Area of Conservation 

CSO Central Statistics Office 

DAFM Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

DAU Development Applications Unit 

dB Decibel - unit of sound pressure level, calculated as a logarithm of the intensity of sound 

dB(A) Decibel (weighted) - unit used to measure the intensity of sound levels "A" weighted" 

DAFM Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

DECC Department of Environment, Climate and Communications 

DHLGH Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 

DMRB Design Manual for Roads and Bridges 

DoT Department of Transport 
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Term Meaning 

DTM Digital Terrain Model (bare-earth only i.e. does not include the elevation of surface features) 

DSM Digital Surface Model (includes surface features such as buildings and vegetation) 

DTTAS Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 

DVO District Veterinary Office 

FEC European Commission 

ECFRAM  Eastern Flood Risk Assessment and Management 

EcIA Ecological Impact Assessment 

ECOW Environmental Clerk of Works 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

EIAR Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

EIS Environmental Impact Statement 

EMR Eastern-Midlands Region 

EMRA Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly 

EOP Environmental Operating Plan 

EPA Environmental Protection Agency 

EQS Environmental Quality Standards 

EU European Union 

EWZ Earthworks Zone 

FRA Flood Risk Assessment 

GGBS Ground Granulated Blast-furnace Slag (a type of cement) 

GHG Greenhouse Gas 

GI Ground Investigation 

GIS Geographic Information System 

GNI Gas Networks Ireland 

GPR Ground Penetrating Radar 

GSI Geological Survey of Ireland 

GWB Groundwater Body 

ha Hectare (one ha equal to 10,000 square meters) 

HAWRAT Highways Agency Water Risk Assessment Tool 

HCV Heavy Commercial Vehicle 

HDPE High Density Polyethylene 

HEWRAT Highways England Water Risk Assessment Tool (updated name for HAWRAT) 

HGV Heavy Goods Vehicle 

HIA Heritage Impact Assessment 

HRA Hot‐Rolled Asphalt 

HV High Voltage (electricity cable) 

Hz Hertz 

IAAS Invasive Alien Animal Species 

IAPS Invasive Alien Plant Species 

IAS Invasive or Alien Species (can refer to either animals or plants) 

ICOMOS International Council on Monuments and Sites 

IEF Important Ecological Feature 

IFI Inland Fisheries Ireland 

IGI Institute of Geologists of Ireland 

km Kilometres 
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Term Meaning 

km/h Kilometres per hour 

kV Kilovolt, a unit of electromotive force equal 

LA A-weighting represents the response of the human ear to sound 

LA10,T Noise level exceeded for 10% of the measurement over a period of time (T) 

LAeq,T Continuous equivalent A‐weighted sound pressure level. “Average” of the sound pressure level over 
a period of time (T) 

LCA Landscape Character Assessment 

Lden The day-evening-night composite noise indicator adopted by the EU for the purposes of assessing 
overall annoyance. 

LLO Landowner Liaison Officer 

LMA Lands Made Available 

Lnight The A-weighted long term average sound level as defined in ISO1996-2: 1987, determined over all 
the night periods of a year. 

LV Low Voltage (electricity cable) 

LVIA Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

m3 Metres cubed, a measure of volume 

mAOD Metres above Ordnance datum 

mBGL Metres Below Ground Level 

MCA Multi-criteria Analysis 

MCC Meath County Council 

Meath CDP Meath County Development Plan 2021‐2027 

MRFS Mid-range Future Scenario which represents a ‘likely’ future scenario 

Mt Million Tonnes 

MV Medium Voltage Electricity Cables 

N2 N2 National Primary Road 

N51 N51 National Secondary Road 

NBDC National Biodiversity Data Centre 

NDP National Development Plan 

NECD National Emissions Ceilings Directive 

NHA Natural Heritage Area 

NH3 Ammonia 

NIAH National Inventory of Architectural Heritage 

NIFM National Indicative Fluvial Mapping 

NIFTI National Investment Framework for Transport in Ireland 

NIS Natura Impact Statement 

NMS National Monuments Service 

NMVOC Non-methane Volatile Organic Compound 

NO Nitric Oxide 

NO2 Nitrogen Dioxide 

NOx Nitrogen Oxides 

NPF National Planning Framework 

NPWS National Parks and Wildlife Service 

NRA National Roads Authority 

NSL Noise Sensitive Location 

NTA National Transport Authority 

NTS Non‐technical Summary 
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Term Meaning 

OD Ordnance Datum 

OHL Overhead Line 

OPW Office of Public Works 

OSi Ordnance Survey Ireland 

OUV Outstanding Universal Value 

PAG Project Appraisal Guidelines 

PAH Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbon 

PBR Potential Bat Roost 

PCU Passenger Car Unit 

pH Potential of hydrogen – scale used to specify acidity/ basicity of an aqueous solution 

PI Petrol Interceptor 

PM Particulate Matter 

PM10 Particulate matter measuring 10 micrometres or less in diameter 

PM2.5 Particulate matter measuring 2.5 micrometres or less in diameter 

Pb Lead 

PMG Project Management Guidelines 

pNHA Proposed Natural Heritage Areas 

ppb Parts Per Billion 

ppm Parts Per Million 

PPV Peak Particle Velocity 

PRAI Property Registration Authority of Ireland 

PSV Polished Stone Value 

PV Protected View 

PVB Present Value Benefits 

PWS Public Water Supply 

Qbar Mean annual flood i.e. value of the average annual flood event recorded in a river 

Q Value EPA standardized biotic index representing water quality 

QI Qualifying Interest (of a Special Conservation Area) 

RBMP River Basin Management Plan 

REM Road Emissions Model 

RMP Record of Monuments and Places 

RMS Root Mean Square i.e. of the amplitude of a continuous pressure signal in a specified frequency 
band for a specified averaging time 

RPS Record of Protected Structures 

RSA Road Safety Authority 

RSES Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy 

RWB River Water Body 

RWMP Resource and Waste Management Plan 

SAC Special Area of Conservation 

SCI Special Conservation Interest (of a Special Protection Area) 

SEL Sound Exposure Level i.e. the time integral of the square pressure over a time window long enough 
to include the entire pressure signal characteristic. SEL values are calculated in one second intervals 

SFILT Strategic Framework on Investment in Land Transport 

SLM Specific Landscape Mitigation/measures 

SMA Stone Mastic Asphalt 

SMR Sites and Monuments Record 
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Term Meaning 

SO2 Sulfur Dioxide 

SPA Special Protection Area 

Spp. Several Species 

SuDS Sustainable Drainage System 

TEN‐T Trans‐European Network – Transport 

TII Transport Infrastructure Ireland 

TM Traffic Management 

TOC Total Organic Carbon 

TSS Total Suspended Solids 

TUBA Transport Users Benefit Analysis 

UG Underground (referring to electricity cables) 

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

UWWTD Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive 

VGS Vortex Grit Separator 

VOC Volatile Organic Compound 

VP View Point 

WFD Water Framework Directive 

WHO World Health Organization 

WHP World Heritage Property (used interchangeably with World Heritage Site) 

WHS World Heritage Site (used interchangeably with World Heritage Property) 

WP Working Platform 

WTP Water Treatment Plant 

WWTP Waste Water Treatment Plant 

ZoI Zone of Influence 

ZVI Zone of Visual Influence 

ZTV Zone of Theoretical Visibility  
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